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Appeals Court
Overturns Florida's
'Docs vs. Glocks' Law
By Jason Devaney |17 Feb 2017
A Florida law that banned doctors
from asking patients about whether
they have firearms in their homes is
unconstitutional, according to a
court ruling.
The Hill reports that Florida's
Firearms Owners' Privacy Act
violates the First Amendment
because it prevented medical
professionals from asking questions
that could be related to safety in the
home. The law was passed in 2011,
but the 11th Circuit U.S. Court of
Appeals has struck it down.
"Despite its majestic brevity — or
maybe because of it — the freedom
of speech clause of the First
Amendment sometimes proves
difficult to apply," Judge Adalberto
Jordan wrote.

Florida Supreme Court
upholds ban on
open-carry
Jim Saunders - News Service of Florida
March 2, 2017

Tallahassee - Rejecting
arguments by Second
Amendment supporters, the
Florida Supreme Court on
Thursday upheld a
longstanding state ban on
people openly carrying firearms
in public.
Justices, in a 4-2 ruling, said
the state law “regulates only
one manner of bearing arms
and does not impair the
exercise of the fundamental
right to bear arms.” In doing so,
the Supreme Court sided with
the 4th District Court of Appeal,
which ruled in 2015 against a
man arrested in St. Lucie
County for openly carrying a
gun in a holster.

Meeting

March 14th
Location

150 Southeast Plaza
Road
Winter Haven
(One block south of Cypress Gardens
Blvd., across the street from Publix,
next to Papa John’s Pizza)

General Meeting:

7:00 pm

Guest Speakers

Hal Hare
Clay Shooting Champion

Continued Page 3

“[We] agree with the 4th District
and are satisfied that the
state’s prohibition on openly
carrying firearms in public with
specified exceptions —
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Docs vs. Glocks
Continued from page 1

"Yet certain First Amendment
principles can be applied with
reasonable consistency, and one
of them is that, subject to limited
exceptions,
content-based
regulations
of
speech
are
presumptively invalid."
Nicknamed the "Doc vs. Glocks"
law, the Firearms Owners' Privacy
Act was supported by the National
Rifle Association, reports the
Miami Herald. It was overturned
by an 8-3 decision, which can now
be appealed to the Supreme
Court.
"This is a hugely important victory
for the First Amendment, for the
rights of doctors and perhaps
most importantly, the patients and
families who are trying to protect
themselves from guns in the
home," said Jonathan Lowy, a
lawyer in the case and a director
at the Brady Center to Prevent
Gun Violence.
The ruling, according to The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, read
in part: "In an effort to prevent and
reduce firearm-related deaths and
injuries, particularly to children,
the American Medical Association
'encourages its members to
inquire as to the presence of
household firearms as a part of
childproofing the home and to
educate patients to the dangers of
firearms to children.'"

- END -

Untraceable “Ghost
Guns” On the Rise in
Florida
by Beth Baumann - November 14, 2016

“Ghost
guns,”
a
firearm
assembly kit without serial
numbers, has become popular
amongst gun owners across the
nation. These guns are selfassembled
and
lack
any
traceability.
The
downside,
according to law enforcement
officials, is a criminal’s ability to
obtain
the
guns
without
recourse.
Under current federal law, no
serial numbers are needed on
firearms that are built for
personal use. Because of this,
companies are allowed to sell
these kits online, without any
background check.
“It’s legal, but it’s almost like a
loophole in the law,” Port Orange
Police Chief Thomas Grimaldi
told the Daytona Beach NewsJournal. “We’re making it easy
for the criminals. I have a
concern — a huge concern over
that.”
Elite Custom Railing in Holly Hill,
FL makes parts for a do-ityourself AR-15. They specialize
in unfinished lower receiver, the
part of the gun that houses the
trigger.
By leaving it unfinished —
meaning only partially drilled — it
fails to meet the ATF’s
requirement of being more than
80 percent complete. Buyers can
finish the receivers at home by
finishing the drilling.
Amanda Black, the company’s
manager, said they used to
make aluminum railings, but
found
that
making
the
untraceable gun parts was a
booming business. Black said
they sell between 100 and 150
lower receivers each day.
Continued
Page 5

NBC News Spreads
Fear, Lies With “Ghost
Gun” Fake News
February 10, 2017 - by Bob Owens

Jeff
RossenOnce
again,
“investigative
reporter”
Jeff
Rossen is fear-mongering about
the firearms industry, this time with
an incredibly dishonest article
about so-called “ghost guns,” a
hysterical term used to describe
firearms made from gun parts kits
sold both in retail stores and online.
A legal loophole means that
anyone, including criminals, can
order a so-called “ghost gun” off
the web without a background
check – a gun with no serial
number that can’t be traced.
The guns are built from kits and
arrive in pieces, so under existing
law, when they’re shipped, they
aren’t guns. When assembled by
their buyers, they’re lethal – and
legal.
Federal officials like Graham
Barlowe, the resident agent in
charge of the ATF’s Sacramento
office, say the loophole is
dangerous.
“People that could not pass a
background check,” said Barlowe,
“are purchasing these unfinished
receiver kits and making firearms
because they know that if they
went to a gun store, they wouldn’t
be able to pass a background
check.”
Continued
Page 5
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Monthly Meeting
The Club meets the
2nd Tuesday
of every month.
Attendance is for members only.
Two, first-time, guests per member,
per meeting, welcomed.
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— such as authorizing the open
carrying of guns to and from and
during lawful recreational activities
— while still permitting those guns
to be carried, albeit in a concealed
manner, reasonably fits the state’s
important government interests of
public safety and reducing gunrelated violence,” said the 47-page
majority opinion, written by Justice
Barbara Pariente and joined fully
by Chief Justice Jorge Labarga and
Justice Peggy Quince. Justice R.
Fred Lewis agreed with the result
but did not sign on to the opinion.

Such sensibilities are no more a basis
for defeating the historic right to open
carrying than for
defeating the
understanding
that
the
Second
Amendment recognizes the right of
individuals to keep and bear arms.”

The majority opinion drew a
distinction between the Florida
open-carry ban and the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision in the
Washington, D.C., case and
another case involving gun laws
in Chicago. She wrote that unlike
those laws, “which completely
banned the possession of
handguns in one’s home,
Florida’s
open
carry
law

Thursday’s ruling came five days
before the start of the 2017
legislative session,
which
is
expected to include a series of
debates
about
gun
rights.
Lawmakers last debated but did not
pass a proposal that would have
allowed people with concealedweapons licenses to openly carry
firearms.
But Justice Charles Canady, in a
dissent joined by Justice Ricky
Polston, said the law “collides with
the Second Amendment right as
understood” in a landmark 2008
U.S. Supreme Court decision
striking down a Washington, D.C.,
gun law. He described as “feeble”
arguments that the open-carry ban
is
justified
for
public-safety
reasons.

“Of course, many people are made
uncomfortable by the fact that
others are permitted to keep and
bear arms at all,” Canady wrote in
the
10-page
dissent.
“But
contemporary sensibilities cannot
be the test.

Continued

Justice Alan Lawson, who joined the
court at the end of December, did not
take part in the case.
The challenge to the law stemmed from
the 2012 arrest in St. Lucie County of
Dale Norman, who had a concealedweapons license but was carrying a
gun openly in a holster. A jury found
him guilty of a second-degree
misdemeanor, and a trial judge
imposed a $300 fine and court costs,
according to Thursday’s ruling.
Norman, who was represented by
attorney Eric Friday of the Second
Amendment group Florida Carry, then
took the case to the 4th District Court
of Appeal before ultimately going to the
Supreme Court.
Pariente’s majority opinion traced
issues in the case to a 1987 law that
authorized
the
state
to
issue
concealed-weapons licenses. She
wrote that lawmakers also passed a
separate measure that year barring
people from openly carrying firearms.
Continued

regulates only how firearms are
borne in public.”
“Because this law does not
amount to an entire ban on a
class of guns or completely
prohibit the bearing of firearms in
public and does not affect the
right to keep arms in one’s home
… we conclude that Florida’s
open carry law does not severely
burden the right,” Pariente wrote.
- END -
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Untraceable “Ghost
Guns”
Continued from page 3

According to Jim Jusick, co-owner of
Tactical Machining in DeLand, while
it’s possible for criminals to obtain
these guns, it’s highly unlikely
because of the skill set required to
build the firearms:
Put it like this. There is a possibility.
But Joe Terrorist, he’s not a builder.
At least six of these companies
operate in Volusia County. It’s difficult
for law enforcement to gauge the
impact in the area because there’s no
way to track the guns.
“When we look at the sales that have
been going on —they’re selling on the
Internet to people all over the
country,” said Special Agent Graham
Barlowe of the ATF’s field office in
Sacramento. “And I just can’t imagine
that there would be an exception in
Florida.”
- END -

==============

More states are
allowing people to
carry concealed
handguns without a
permit
By Katie Zezima February 24
New Hampshire this week passed a
law allowing residents to carry a
concealed handgun without a permit,
joining a growing number of states
that are allowing residents to carry
weapons out of sight without a
license.
At least 11 states have passed laws
allowing the concealed carry of guns
without a permit, and 16 states have
introduced legislation this year to do
the same, according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures and
the National Rifle Association.
Continued page 6

“Ghost Gun” Fake News

“Ghost Gun” Fake News

Continued from page 3

Continued

Police say criminals are well aware of
the availability of “ghost guns,” and
they’ve been used in shootings
across the country, from Maryland to
California.

. . . . handguards, sights, triggers,
etc—that can be bought online or in
retail stores as individual parts or in
parts kits, but the receiver must either
be purchased as a serialized firearm
like a whole gun, or it must be
manufactured from an incomplete
piece of material into a functional
firearm.

Jeff Rossen, NBC News national
investigative correspondent, went
online to see how easy it would be to
order these gun kits. He quickly found
dozens of websites offering the
product, and ordered a rifle kit, which
he had shipped to former ATF agent
Rick Vasquez in Virginia.
All the parts needed to assemble a
gun were in the box when it arrived. It
took Vasquez a couple of hours to
assemble the weapon.
“This is now a completed semiautomatic firearm,” said Vasquez,
showing it to Rossen. Rossen noted
that there was no serial number on
the finished product, making it
untraceable.
Said Vasquez, “That is correct … You
cannot trace this firearm.” He and
Rossen then took the weapon to a
range and fired it, where in Vasquez’s
expert opinion, it “work[ed] great.”
Here’s the thing: former ATF agent
Rick Vasquez and Jeff Rossen are
boldly and directly lying to the
viewers/readers of NBC News. I know
this from firsthand experience, as I’ve
built semi-automatic firearms from the
ground up, including AR-15s and an
AKM.
You cannot buy “all the parts” for any
firearm online and simply slap the
pieces together to build a functioning
firearm as they mislead viewers, and
this is a very easy claim to debunk.
Every firearm made or imported into
the United States has a part of the
frame or receiver that the ATF
recognizes as the actual firearm that
carries the serial number.
All the other pieces are just parts. It is
these other pieces—barrels, stocks,
Continued

This is where Vasquez and NBC News
are misleading you.
The metal part shown about is an
unfinished lower receiver for an AR-15
manufactured by 80% Arms. Let me be
very clear when I tell you that you
cannot simply assemble this into a
firearm by slapping other parts onto it.
Someone purchasing an unfinished
lower receiver like this must first use
machine tools or a CNC machine like
the Ghost Gunner II to drill and mill out
the fire control group cavity and
selector switch holes. If you do not,
you simply have a hunk of metal in the
outline of a lower receiver that cannot
accept a trigger or a hammer or a
selector switch, and cannot possibly be
fired. This takes time, specialized tools,
and knowledge to complete. I know.
I’ve put in the time to mill three of
them, one of which had to be scrapped
because I did it wrong.
Building an AK-style rifle is even more
complex than building an AR-15,
starting with a piece of sheet metal that
must be bent into a shape using
specialized tools, and then assembled
in
a
process
more
akin
to
blacksmithing than gunsmithing.
I know, because I spent two days in a
machine shop with AK master builder
Jim Fuller to build the rifle you see
above, and that was starting with a
finished (and serialized) receiver.
At no point in their “fake news” article
does NBC news or the serially
dishonest Rossen describe the effort
that you must manufacturer the
receiver from incomplete pieces of
metal to have the core of a firearm.
- END -

Page 6

More states allowing
concealed carry
without permit

More states allowing
concealed carry
without permit

More states allowing
concealed carry
without permit

Continued from page 5

Continued

Continued

Gun rights advocates see the laws as
the
next
frontier
in
Second
Amendment rights. But the legislation
has been controversial in many
places where it has been introduced,
with law enforcement members,
politicians and gun proponents
arguing that the bills go too far.

“We have historically allowed people
to openly carry a pistol. I don’t see
why you have to get a second permit
if you’re a law-abiding citizen and
legally entitled to own a gun,” Jeb
Bradley (R), the majority leader of the
state Senate, said in an interview.
Bradley and Sununu also said the law
puts New Hampshire on equal footing
with neighboring Vermont and Maine,
which also do not require permits for
the concealed carry of handguns.

. . . . . .
safety training before
granting a concealed-carry permit and
can deny permits to people struggling
with mental illness. He equated the
bill to allowing people to drive cars, fly
planes or erect buildings without
determining if they are eligible and
able to do so.

“That’s kind of the next step in
expanding law-abiding gun owners’
constitutional right to self-protection,”
said Jennifer Baker, a spokeswoman
for the NRA’s Institute for Legislative
Action. “It’s where a lot of states are
moving.”
Nationwide, the legislation has been
contentious and has failed in states
that are traditional bastions of gun
rights. The legislation has been
dubbed
“permitless
carry”
or
“constitutional carry,” as proponents
believe
that
people
have
a
constitutional right to carry a gun with
as few restrictions as possible.
Legislation is pending in states
including Kentucky — where gun
rights advocates expect it to pass —
Texas, Colorado and Indiana.
Idaho, Mississippi and West Virginia
passed laws last year that do away
with
concealed-carry
permits,
allowing people to carry weapons
without them.
In New Hampshire, Gov. Chris
Sununu (R) signed a law Wednesday
that allows anyone who has
purchased a licensed pistol or
revolver to carry it, loaded or
unloaded, on him or herself or in a
vehicle. Sununu’s predecessor, Sen.
Maggie Hassan (D), twice vetoed the
legislation.
Continued

The legislation went into effect
immediately. Previously, gun owners
had to apply for a concealed-carry
permit with the local police chief, who
granted or denied the request.
Bradley said that numerous people
were unfairly denied permits, but
police chiefs testified during hearings
that few applications were turned
down.
“This bill will eliminate the state’s
long-standing permitting system and
prevent local law enforcement from
making important determinations that
help keep guns out of dangerous
hands,”
Portsmouth
Police
Commissioner Joseph Plaia said in a
statement. He is a member of Granite
State Coalition for Common Sense,
an offshoot of Americans for
Responsible Solutions, a gun control
group
founded
by
former
congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords.
Shannon Watts, founder of Moms
Demand Action for Gun Sense in
America, said the passage of such
laws are an “anomaly” and occur in
“legislatures that have been doing the
NRA’s bidding.”
Montana Gov. Steve Bullock (D)
vetoed a bill allowing for the carrying
of concealed guns without a permit on
Thursday. Bullock said in a veto letter
that the state’s sheriffs may require
......
Continued

“While I will fiercely defend the 2nd
Amendment rights of our citizens, I
cannot support an absurd concept
that threatens the safety of our
communities by not providing for the
basic fundamentals of gun safety or
mental health screening,” Bullock
wrote.
South Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard
(R), who said he is a lifetime member
of the NRA, has vowed to veto a bill
that would establish permitless carry
in the state. South Dakota does not
require a permit to purchase a gun
and a concealed-carry permit costs
$10 and requires a background
check. In an op-ed in the Rapid City
Journal, Daugaard wrote that he
would not sign “bad legislation” that
could
have
many
unintended
consequences.
In Missouri, lawmakers last year
overrode Gov. Jay Nixon’s (D) veto
and passed a package of gun
legislation that established a “stand
your ground” law and allowed people
to carry concealed handguns without
a permit.
The legislation sparked an outcry,
with many concerned that it could put
residents at risk and some public
safety officials, including St. Louis
Mayor Francis Slay (D), and the city’s
police chief, Sam Dotson, said it
would make neighborhoods less safe
and make it more difficult for police to
do their jobs.
- END -
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Stray bullet from gun store hits woman at nail salon
WFLA Web Staff - February 11, 2017

PINELLAS COUNTY, Fla. (WFLA) – Pinellas County Sheriff’s detectives say they are investigating an accidental shooting
at a gun store that seriously injured a 19-year-old woman in unincorporated Seminole.
According to detectives, at about 6:30 p.m. on Friday, February 10th, deputies were called to Dara’s Nail Salon and Day
Spa located at 9049 Starkey Road, in unincorporated Largo, for a female victim suffering from a gunshot wound.
Detectives say that 43-year-old Mark Smith, an employee at the neighboring business, R&R Firearms, located at 9051
Starkey Road, was unloading a customer’s .45 caliber handgun inside the gun shop and when he was clearing the loaded
firearm, he pulled the slide back and emptied the chambered round from inside the firearm.
When Smith sent the slide forward on the handgun, deputies say there was a magazine with ammunition still inside the
handgun and the gun accidentally discharged and the projectile from the handgun traveled southbound, through the
adjoining wall, and into the salon and spa.
Detectives say 19-year-old Yaminah Gilbert was seated in a salon chair getting a pedicure at the nail salon when she felt
the pain from the projectile striking her in the back. At the time, deputies say Gilbert was unaware of what happened until
Smith came forward and reported the accidental discharge.
Deputies say Gilbert suffered a gunshot wound to her back and was transported to Bayfront Medical Center for non-life
threatening injuries. Gilbert was released from the hospital late on Friday according to authorities.

Homeowner fearing for his life shoots intruder
Owner was checking on rental property when he found unknown man inside
By Francesca Amiker - Heather Leigh - Reporter
March 01, 2017

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - A homeowner shot and injured an intruder late Tuesday afternoon in the city's Woodstock area, the
Jacksonville Sheriff's Office said.
About 4:45 p.m., the owner of a vacant house on Prospect Street, just east of Edgewood Avenue North, went to check on
his rental property when he said he heard a TV on and found that the place had been ransacked.
The homeowner, who wished to remain anonymous, said he went room by room until he got to a back bedroom and saw a
stranger inside.
"I said, 'What are you doing here?' He seemed surprised. I told him, 'Freeze. Both of your hands behind your back or
behind your head,'" he said. "I took out the gun and I said, 'Just don't move.' I was trying to call 911 with the one hand with
my phone, it wouldn't do it. I told him two times."
The homeowner then took out a small, black pistol and shot the intruder 19-year-old Anthony Deshawn Burnem, according
to the JSO report.
"I feared (for) my life because I don't know if he has an accomplice or something because I could not see what was going
on in that first bedroom, bathroom," the homeowner told News4Jax Wednesday.
He continued to hold the gun until police arrived and Burnem was treated at the scene then take to UF Health in unknown
condition, the police report said.
"The homeowner had a gun. He was able to defend himself. The law states he does not have to retreat. He could have, he
could have been safe by leaving the residence but he is not bound to by law. When he shot the suspect it appears that will
be justifiable," said Gil Smith, News4Jax crime and safety analyst.
The homeowner said he checks on that rental home every day, but he's now extremely nervous and fears for his life .

